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 The Story of the Windmill
Have you ever wondered about this unique landmark that adorns 

our waterfront?  Its builders called it De Zaaier (The Sower) 

In the 1950’s, Anton and Riek Geerling came from the 
Netherlands to live in Bear River and decided to add a little piece 

of Holland to their property on the Upper Rd.  De Zaaier is a 
three-storey replica of an authentic Dutch mill.  The first floor was 
used as a gift shop where Anton displayed his crafts, the second 

floor was a teashop and the third floor featured hand carved 
functioning gear wheels made by Anton --  without the aid of 

blueprints.
6

In the early 1980’s the Geerlings decided to retire and donated 
their windmill to the Bear River Board of Trade.  It was 

disassembled, moved and rebuilt at the waterfront park by a 
group of enthusiastic local citizens.

It was briefly used as a craft shop and gallery until the previous 
Tourist Bureau was torn down.  The Windmill has housed our 

current Visitor Information Centre since the mid 1990’s.

The landmark is maintained by the Bear River Board of Trade 
who has been actively fund raising for two years now to finance a 

much-needed face-lift.  The second annual Music and Art 
fundraiser to Paint the Windmill was a gigantic success -- so 

hopes are high that the work will be completed this fall.

Many thanks to all the citizens who have worked hard over the 
years- right up to the present day- to build, move, and maintain 

this distinctive piece of Bear River’s heritage!

Do you have a question about the history behind any of the 
buildings or features of Bear River?  Contact us at:

havefun@tartannet.ns.ca

  and we’ll try to find the answer for you!

Seasons Pass
The autumn pageant has begun early this year… the 
heavy foliage, lush with summer rains is now burnished 
by the slanted sunlight.  Morning dew succumbs to frosty 
inclinations -- and the summer visitors have disappeared 
with the warblers and the hummingbirds. 

They’ll be back; though- we still have tourist appeal.  
While many NS tourism operators are bemoaning a 

discouraging tourist season, Bear River had more visitors 
to the Visitor Information Centre in July and August than 

in previous years. The beauty of this place is still 
something that people will come from miles away to 

behold.
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RCL Ladies Auxiliary card parties:  Tues. 7 pm. Upstairs at 
the Legion.
Amnesty International meeting:  second Tues. each 
month in the United Church Vestry, 7pm
Bear River Board of Trade meetings:- second 
Thursday of each month, 7:30 pm at the Bear River 
Fire Hall.
Bear River Fire Hall Breakfast:  Next scheduled 
breakfast: Oct. 7th. , 7 – 10 a. m.
New Horizons Quilting Bee:  Thursday afternoons

PAT ON THE BACK
On September 16, the 25th anniversary of the

 Bear River Tai Chi Society
was held at the Oakdene Centre.  Tai Chi encourages 
strength, flexibility and health in body, mind and spirit.
A sincere congratulation to all the volunteers who have 
worked for the past 25 years to teach and promote this 

activity that has benefited many residents from Bear River 
and the surrounding region.  
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Oakdene News

The Oakdene Centre is planning several repairs and ongoing 
maintenance, including the fire escape and wheelchair 
entrance doors. 

 The auditorium will be heated this winter and scheduled 
activities are:  regular yoga classes as well as Sparks and 
Brownies.
  
There will be free after school art classes with artist Sharon 
Truman for school aged children after school on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Call Sharon at 467-3886. 

To rent the Oakdene auditorium for community or private 
gatherings call Linda at 467-3184.

Board of Trade News

Jimmy McAlpine, municipal councilor for Bear River/ Digby, 
spoke to the Board of Trade on Wed., Sept. 13.  A water 
study has been approved for Bear River and will be 
conducted in the near future.  The Municipality has applied 
for funding to extend the sewage lines on the Bell and 
Riverview Roads.  He noted that the priority at this time was 
to save the Digby/St. John ferry, and that a proposal has 
been sent to Bay Ferries. 

Congratulations
Adam Read is this yea’s proud recipient of the Royal 
Canadian Legion Ladies Auxiliary Bursary.  
Congratulations and good luck with your studies.

Mike Dondale was recently presented with his thirty 
year service with Canada Post pin. You should see the 
size of that diamond! 

Fond Farewells & Warm Welcomes
We bid farewell to Chris Hutchins and Suzette 
Delmage who have left us to return to the Yukon.
Also sadly missed will be Andrew Riddles and Heidi 
Martin, who have relocated to Ottawa.
Best of luck in your future endeavors!

We have some new arrivals in the village.  Diane Jubie 
and James Kopelk have moved here from Oregon.  
They purchased the former Pieter Geerling farm on the 
Clark Rd.  Already they’ve been spotted supporting 
various community events!

Cookies!
Sparks and Brownies have a limited number of Fall 
Mint Girl Guide Cookies coming October.  Anyone 

wishing to place an order can contact Heather Charlton 
at 467-3269.    

Many Happy Returns
Happy Birthday this month to Marjorie Tibbetts, Oct. 12 
we understand this marks Marjorie’s 84th year, and we 
all hope there are many more to come.  Linda Leblanc 
celebrates on Oct. 15; Terri Leonard on Oct. 18; and 
Noelle Lucas on Oct. 28th.  Belated birthday wishes to 
Mona Tully who celebrated her 90th birthday on 
September 3rd.  Also belated best wishes to Shirley 
Charlton who celebrated on Aug. 24. 

Condolences
We extend our sympathy to Jane Kingston on the 

recent passing of her mother.

Fund Raiser
A fund raiser to help Jane Hanshaw with ongoing 

medical costs will be held at the fire hall on Oct. 21.  
We all wish Jane a speedy recovery.

This is your Newsletter!  Tell us your stories!
As a community newsletter, the Tributary is committed 

to providing a forum for Bear River-ites to tell your 
stories.  One of our most popular features is our 

“House of the Month” write-up… (which, admittedly, 
doesn’t happen every month).   But, we know there are 

many, many interesting tales, anecdotes, hints, 
histories, questions etc. that many of us have about 
the houses and structures that surround us in this 

historic village.  There are renovations going on all the 
time, and, hey! they’re interesting!  So if you have any 

stories you’d like to share, or questions you like to 
have answered… perhaps a note in the Tributary can 

help!  Please don’t be shy… contact: 
 Laurel at 467-3643 or email us at:

havefun@tartannet.ns.ca

The Bear River Historical Society thanks the following 
sponsors for the month:
RCL Ladies Auxiliary
Cherry Brook Grocery
Bear River Board of Trade
Flight of Fancy              
Malmström Studios
BREDS
Bear River Fire Department
Paula’s Service Centre

The Tributary is presented by the Bear River Historical Society, 
with the generous support of our sponsors. The deadline for 
news is the 10th of each month. Submissions can be made to 
Heather Charlton, 467-3269.


