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Looking for A Great Stocking-Stuffer?
How about a raffle ticket!

Give someone the opportunity to own an original oil painting 
by Bear River artist Charles Couper.  This lovely framed still 

life, features the luminous portrayal of coloured glass and 
weathered wood that this artist is known for.  Tickets to win 

this beautiful work are $10: only 150 tickets available.
Call Joan Smith 467-0513 for information. 

The book of Bear River’s History:  Water Under the Bridge is 
available at Cherry Brook Grocery.

Funds from the sale of raffle tickets and book will go to 
renovations of the Green Lantern building as permanent 

quarters for the Bear River Heritage Museum.

Oakdene Centre Gets the Heat Back On
The furnace at Oakdene was recently pronounced terminal-
victim of a cracked boiler. Naturally, this unfortunate demise 
happened at the beginning of heating season and caused 
considerable expense and hassle. 
To the rescue:   Municipal Councillor, Patrick McQuade, who 
made an eloquent appeal to the Council of Annapolis 
requesting a Capital Grant for a new furnace.  As a result, 
Oakdene will receive funds to replace the boiler, a new 
chimney liner, and two new indoor oil tanks.  Installation is 
expected by early Dec.   Wow!
This very generous decision was based on the recognition 
that Oakdene is a valuable asset to our village.  Please show 
your support for the Oakdene Centre during the upcoming
mail fundraising initiative. If Annapolis supports it – we can!

Volunteer Success Stories
On November 14, representatives of many Bear River 
organizations braved a chilly auditorium in the Oakdene 
Centre to share stories and ideas among folks who help 
keep our community vibrant.  Groups as diverse as the 
Tobiatic Wilderness Committee, the Kyokushin Karate dojo, 
the United Church Women, the Bear River Legion, Amnesty 
International, and the ever-vigilant Volunteer Fire Fighters 
were all represented. Also there, were members of the Bear 
River Baptist Church, Board of Trade, BREDS, the Historical 
Society, The Musical Society, The Youth Centre, New 
Horizons, the Bare Canvas, the Health Clinic … all of these 
organizations are largely operated by people who give their 
time and talent voluntarily.   Not only were there interesting 
summaries of the past year’s accomplishments but also 
several heartfelt testimonials on the personal gratification of 
volunteering.  The evening was organized and 
coordinated by BRIDGS:  a group of - what else? -
Dedicated Volunteers!

BREDS  News 
The Bear River Economic Development Society 

would like to thank those who donated and those who 
participated in the fundraiser of Oct 20.  

The support was overwhelming!
However, when it was time for the auction,

 many people had to leave…
So!   We are planning a night for desserts and an auction.   
This will happen sometime soon.  Please watch for posters 
and announcements about town.   Any further donations for 
the auction would be most welcome and appreciated.   All 

proceeds go toward upgrading the plumbing at the 
Trading Post Building.

Bear River Music Society AGM
The Bear River Music Society

will hold its Annual General Meeting
Tuesday,  Dec.  4

7:00 at the Oakdene Centre.
All members and public are invited to attend.

Coffee will be served “bring a dessert”
Music will be provided by John Murray and friend.

Think Christmas; Think Delicious!
Put the two together and what to you get?  The fabulous 

Christmas Puddings, once again available to order from the 
United Church Women.  These holiday treats (made from a 

well-guarded traditional recipe) are just $8.  Order yours 
before November 30- call Linda Cox 467-3729. 

Congratulations to the Bear River First Nations on the 
opening of the Il’isituk Gas Bar.  

Pat on the Back …
A sad but fond farewell to Drowsy and Mary Goodale who 
have volunteered in Bear River for several years with the 

Fire Department and the Board of Trade.  They are moving 
back to the US and will be greatly missed.  Both Drowsy and 
Mary have served the village with hours of cheerful labour: 

from cooking community dinners to lugging tables for 
Canada Day.  Drowsy could always be counted on to help 

with the never-ending parade of repairs required at the 
Waterfront Park and windmill.  And, they sponsor the 

Tributary!  Good luck with your future endeavours and a 
huge thank you for all that you’ve done for Bear River.  

Visit often!

Read the Tributary on line at the Bear River Board of Trade site www.bearriver.ca.
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Social Notes
Sandi Innes has been very busy entertaining friends and 
family.  Recent visitors to her home were cousin Ed Yorke 
and his wife Carolyn.  Cousin Jess Oliver, who is studying at 
Acadia also spent a weekend with her and Denzel Yorke.  
Particularly exciting was the visit to Sandi’s cottage at Lake 
LaMerchant this past summer by her cousin Karyn Rochford. 
Karyn brought her fiancé Bobby Curtola, Canadian singing 
sensation of the 60’s. Guests, Millie Joudrey, and Linda Lee 
Jackson, also participated in the day’s festivities.

Birthdays in the News
Belated Birthday Greetings to:  Glen Rice, Oct. 23; Herbie 
Morine  Nov. 19; Janet Postma, Nov. 10.

Celebrating Birthdays in December:  Colleen Winchester, 
Dec. 3;  Shelly Rice Dec. 4;  Shirley Robar, Dec. 10;  Jon 
Welch, Dec. 11;  Mary Goodale, Dec. 16;  Marjorie Long, 
Dec 21;  Nicole Cress, Dec. 22;  Leah Harlow, Dec. 28.  

And a huge Happy Birthday to Walter Wambolt on Dec.  18. 
Let’s hear everyone humming Happy Birthday throughout the 
day!

Happy Anniversary!
Congratulations to Max and Glendean Parker who celebrate 
their 38th anniversary on Dec. 26.

Wally and Laurel Shishkov celebrate 25 years on Dec. 24.

Condolences
Sympathy extended to family and friends of Lois Harlow 

(Meuse) who passed away suddenly lat month.  

Also to the family and friends of Thelma Potter of 
Clementsvale, and Marie Wright - also of Clementsvale.  

In Memoriam
We are saddened by the recent passing of Marjorie Tibbetts 
who was, for many years, a mainstay of the village.  Until her 
injury last year, Marjorie was a familiar sight as she took her 
daily stroll through town.  The New Horizons, Bear River 
Baptist Church and the Bear River Historical Society were all 
grateful recipients of her energy, her remarkable memory 
and her wisdom.  Visitors to the museum on Monday 
afternoons were always delighted by her knowledge and 
stories of life in Bear River.  Marjorie was a teacher for 36 
years and many of the residents of the town passed through 
her Oakdene schoolroom.  Not one to retire, Marjorie kept 
herself busy as a community volunteer.  She truly enjoyed 
people and always had a friendly greeting for everyone.  She 
will be greatly missed.  

A Note of Thanks
Steven and Wanda St. Louis extend a heartfelt thanks to all 
in the community who helped with chores, transportation, 
groceries, expressions of sympathy, and especially prayers 
during and following Steven's hospital stay. Steven's 
convalescence will take at least three more months, but he 
feels very blessed to be alive after having suffered an acute 
cardiac event , which is nearly always fatal. Sometimes it 
takes a crisis to bring home to us how good our neighbours 
truly are.

Bear River Volunteer Fire Department
Don’t miss the pre Christmas turkey supper

Nov.24 at the Fire Hall 5-6 p.m. Just  $10 per person.

During the month of October our Volunteer Fire Dept. 
responded to 6 emergency 911 calls!
The holiday season is fast approaching; this is a wonderful 
time for family and friends to share the Spirit of the Season.  
We should all be extra vigilant in keeping Fire prevention in 
mind.  The extra lights and extension cords, candles and 
greater usage of cooking and heating appliances during the 
Holidays are all safety challenges.  
A reminder :  The next breakfast is December 1 at the Bear 
River Fire Hall from 7-10 a.m.   

The Officers and Members of the Bear River Volunteer 
Fire Dept. wish everyone a

Fire Safe Merry Christmas and New Year

Bear River and Area Clinic
There will be an information session for Seniors

Thursday, Nov. 29 
Tips on Winter Safety; How to Prevent Falls

All those who attend will receive a gift! 
Call 467-3611 for more information.

BRIDGS:  Meets second Wed. each month at the Youth 
Centre, 7:30.  Everyone Welcome.
BREDS:  The Bear River Economic Development Society 
meets the first Wed. each month at 7:30.  Farmers Market, 
Trading Post Bldg.    All welcome!
Bear River and Area Clinic:  Board meets first Tuesday each 
month at 7:00.   New Members needed.
Amnesty International   1st Tues. each month in the United 
Church Vestry, 7pm-8pm.
Oakdene Centre:  Card Parties Tuesdays at 7p.m.
Legion Ladies' Aux:  1st Thurs. each month in Aux 
room at Legion at 7:30
Bear River Board of Trade meetings:- second Thursday each 
month, 7:30 pm at the Fire Hall.
Bear River Fire Hall Breakfast:  Next breakfast:  Saturday,  
Dec. 1 at the Fire Hall  7-10 a.m.
New Horizons Quilting Bee:  Thursday afternoons, New 
Horizons Open house Thursday afternoons 1-4.
Oakdene Seniors’ Exercise Classes:  Wednesday mornings 
from 10 –11. Sponsored by the Digby Recreational Dept.

The Bear River Historical Society thanks the following sponsors 
RCL Ladies Auxiliary                        Oakdene Centre
Cherry Brook Grocery
Bear River Board of Trade
Flight of Fancy                                 Bear River Music Society
Malmström Studios                          Bear River Puzzles
BRIDGS                                            BREDS
Bear River Fire Department              Bear River Bargains 
Paula’s Service Centre                              and Books
Changing Tides Restaurant

The Tributary is presented by the Bear River Historical Society, 
with the generous support of our sponsors. The deadline for 
news is the 10th of each month. Submissions can be made to 
Laurel  467-3643. laurelshishkov@ispmonsters.com
Or Zoë    oddacity@tartannet.ns.ca


