
The Bear River Tributary  1

 The Bear River Tributary

Volume 6, Issue 4           Presented monthly by the Bear River Historical Society May 2008

Due to popular request, the Tributary will now be released the first week of each month. 
 Please send any information or submissions by the 15th of the previous month.

The Healthy Shelf
Did you know that Bear River is the site of the first Health 

Food Store in Nova Scotia?  Well, our village will soon have 
its own health food store again!  Judi Bain looks  forward to 

serving you at the Healthy Shelf.     
Grand Opening      mid-May in the Trading Co.Bldg.

How Does Your Garden Grow?
Are you consumed with garden-envy when you look at some 
of the fabulous gardens in the village?  Well here's your 
chance to get your hands on some of those fantastic 
perennials at the Fourth Annual Perennial Sale, May 18th at 
the Green Lantern.  This ever-popular event is sponsored by 
the Board of Trade and all proceeds go towards the upkeep 
of the waterfront park.  There will be perennials, annuals, 
shrubs, houseplants and even herbs ready for you to pop 
into the nearest hole in your yard.  Since most of these are 
donated by some of the best gardeners in town, you'll know 
you are getting the quality goods.

And since you want to be in the garden, not the kitchen, you 
can take advantage of the sensational home-made goodies 
on the baked goods table.

The Historical Society will be there also with a collection of 
"vintage" goods for sale.

Since all this shopping will get a real appetite worked up, 
you'll enjoy "Smokin' with Jeff" who will have a variety of hot 
dogs and smoked sausages which are always a big hit with 
barbeque lovers.

Doors open at 12 noon and close at 3.  The Green 
Lantern is located between the post office and Paula's 
Garage.  This is a great way to support the waterfront 

park and your garden at the same time!

Bear River Artists Featured
Susan Malmström was the featured artist at the Arts Place 
Gallery in Annapolis Royal, with a very well attended opening on 
March 30th (also her birthday!).  The show, entitled Beyond 
Words, ran until May 4th.

Zoë Knorek-Onysko is one of the featured designers from 
around the province at the "Meet the Designers" benefit 
luncheon and fashion show to be held at the Fire Hall in 
Annapolis Royal on May 10th.  All proceeds for equipment for 
the Annapolis Community Health Centre.  A great luncheon will 
be served and music provided by Noelle Lucas.

Bear River Board of Trade News
At the April 21st meeting of the Board of Trade a number of 
issues were discussed.  Top priority at this time is the repair and 
restoration of the boardwalk at the waterfront park.  The 
Waterfront committee and President Bob Benson have been 
meeting with representatives from the Regional Development 
Authority, Department of Economic Development and ACOA as 
well as the warden of Annapolis County and the CEO of Digby 
County to determine the needs and possible funding for 
extensive repairs and the development of a green space behind 
the Oakdene Centre.

Rick Jacques from the Trails Association spoke about the 
development of trails in the area and it was agreed that one of 
the most desirable trails to be developed would be the old 
pipeline route between Bear River and the mouth of the river.
This would meet up with the Three Bridge trail that follows the 
old rail line. The Board of Trade will continue to work with the 
Municipalities and the Trail Association to establish the trails as 
identified by the community.

The water system continues to be pursued and the Board of 
Trade will be preparing a questionnaire regarding the need for a 
town water system that will explain the cost and the options to 
the homeowners.  This will be distributed to each home on a 
door-to-door basis.
The plans for Canada Day are shaping up quite nicely and the 
committee is looking for anyone who is interested in 
performing during the afternoon.  Contact Teresa Henshaw 467-
3930 for further information.

May 24- Yard Sale 
1st Bear River Brownies and the Bear River Ditchpigs (Relay 
for Life team) will be hosting a Yard, Craft and Bake Sale.

Saturday, May 24th Oakdene Centre 10:00am to 2:00pm.
 There will be lots a great deals on nearly new and gently used 
clothes, toys and house hold items and not to mention mouth 
watering home baked goodies and breads.  Proceeds for the 

Oakdene Centre and the Canadian Cancer Society.  For more 
information contact Heather Charlton at 467-3269 or Brenda 

Potter at 467-0446.

Pat on the Back
A thank you to Diane Jotterand, Shayla Mah and Brittany Taylor who 
spent a few hours of volunteer time raking and weeding this at the 
waterfront park past month.  This is a wonderful example of the 
community spirit that makes our village even more beautiful for 
everyone.  Think of what you could do to make our waterfront more 
inviting!  We need everything from elbow grease to mulch.  
Possibilities abound!  Please contact Laurel 467-3643 for info.
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Response to Last Month’s Tributary
Many thanks to Diane Wright Wallace, of New Minas, for 
responding to our request for historical information last 
month.  We ran a archive photograph (circa 1950), depicting 
a group of Bear River women who formed a sewing group.  
We asked if anyone recalled the name of the instructor:
Mrs. Wallace was kind enough to write and inform us that the 
sewing instructor was Betty Young, (wife of Lt. Cmdr. Alfred 
Young, who was stationed at C.F.B. Cornwallis).  Mrs Young 
lead two separate sewing groups.  The photo we ran 
represented only one of them as they were sporting their 
newest creations at a fashion show.
Mrs. Wallace also suggested that we might have incorrectly 
identified some of the women in the photo.  She suggested 
that the ladies identified as Edna Lent and Mrs. Truman 
Wright, were actually Alberta (Mrs. Otis) Rice, and Mary 
Frost.  Anybody know for sure?

Social Notes
Charles and Marge Couper are happy to have their daughter 
Claudia visiting from Provincetown, Mass. We hope her 
presence helps Charles recover more quickly from the fall he 
had earlier in the year.

It is good to see Pat Waterman back on her feet and out and 
about.  We hear that Rita took excellent care of her during 
her convalescence.

Jane Kingston recently enjoyed a visit to family in 
Saskatchewan .

Speaking of Saskatchewan, Linda Mae Findlay will be 
spending the better part of a year out west with her family.
We will certainly miss her and all she does for the 
community.

Darlene Ricker is spending the next year in Bhutan working 
with a non-profit organization that helps youth in that country. 

Francois Bellefontaine has returned to Bear River for the 
summer with a brief detour to New York City to see the latest 
exhibits at the Museum of Modern Art.

Birthdays in the News
Happy Birthday wishes this month to Barb Longmire, May 1, 
Jeff Knorek-Onysko, May 2, Simone Wilson May 6, Earl 
Porter, May 10, , Teresa Henshaw May 14, Irene Harris, May 
15, Barbara Helmsley, May 16, Sue White, May 16, Eva Bell 
Trimper, May 20, Lorraine Hall, May 20,  Bev Milbury, May 
23, Max Parker May 27, and Sharon Trueman, June 1.   A 
belated birthday to Shannon Trimper who celebrated 23 
years on April 27th..

Happy anniversary wishes to Mary and Drowsy Goodale on 
May 10 and Mary and Carl Golding on May 19

Condolences
Our heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of 
Matthew Harris, and Michael Edmunds who died suddenly 
this past month.

Also sympathy to the family and friends of Carl Darres and 
Lila Harris who recently passed away.

BRIDGS
At the Annual General Meeting of BRIDGS on April 5, the 
attending members decided to disband the organization 
since there were no candidates to fill executive positions that 
were up for renewal.  The excellent the programs that 
BRIDGS started will be handed over to other groups in the 
village.  Equipment and assets of the Youth Centre will be 
turned over to the Outdoor Adventure Recreation 
Association, under the directorship of Joe Quercia.  The Bear 
River Historical Society has taken on the sponsorship of the 
Bear River Pageant.  The great recommendations made in 
the Bear River Strategic Plan are available to our citizens 
for future reference.  Hopes are high that the Annual Village 
Meetings will continue to bring together, and celebrate, our 
diverse groups and volunteers.  BRIDGS is donating any 
surplus funds to the Oakdene Centre . Many thanks! 

Oakdene Centre News
At the recent AGM of Oakdene Centre, a new executive was 
chosen:   Chairperson:   Robbie Bays,  Vice-Chair:    Oakey 
Peck,  Secretary: Cathy Banks,  Treasurer:   Paul Volenik. 

Help Keep our History Alive!
The Museum is moving!  This summer the Heritage Museum 
will be situated in the historic Green Lantern building.  Tax 
deductible, donations toward the refurbishment of this 
building are possible by contacting Zoë or Laurel.  (See 
below for contact information).  

BREDS:  The Bear River Economic Development Society 
meets the first Wed. each month at 7:30.  Farmers Market, 
Trading Post Bldg.    All welcome!
Bear River and Area Clinic:  Board meets first Tuesday each 
month at 7:00.   New Members needed.
Bear River Fire Hall Breakfast:  The next breakfast will be 
Sat. April 5, 7 –10 a.m.
Amnesty International   1st Tues. each month in the United 
Church Vestry, 7pm-8pm.
Oakdene Centre:  Card Parties Tuesdays at 7p.m.
Legion Ladies' Aux:  1st Thurs. each month in Aux 
room at Legion at 7:30
Bear River Board of Trade meetings:- 3rd Monday each 
month, 7:30 pm at the Fire Hall. All Welcome
Seniors’ Exercise Classes:  Wednesday mornings from 10 –
11 at the Christian Advent Church.  

The Bear River Historical Society thanks the following sponsors 
RCL Ladies Auxiliary                        Oakdene Centre
Cherry Brook Grocery                      BREDS
Bear River Board of Trade               Bear River Bargains
Flight of Fancy                                 and Books
Malmström Studios                         Bare Canvas Gallery & Co-op 
BRIDGS  (R.I.P.)                             The Bear River Music Society
Bear River Fire Department             
Paula’s Service Centre                    
Changing Tides Restaurant             

The Tributary is presented by the Bear River Historical Society, 
with the generous support of our sponsors. The deadline for 
news is the 15th of each month. Submissions can be made to 
Laurel  467-3643. laurelshishkov@ispmonsters.com
Or Zoë    oddacity@tartannet.ns.ca

Read the Tributary on line at the Bear River Board of Trade site www.bearriver.ca


