
THE MUSEUM STAYS OPEN

Members at a standing-room only 
extraordinary general meeting of 
the Bear River Historical Society on 
Friday, August 6th,  voted 
unanimously to keep the village’s 
Heritage Museum open. 

The meeting was preceded by the 
dramatic written resignations of all 
four previous officers of the Society. 
Members moved immediately to 
elect new directors, beginning with 
representatives from other 
organizations in the village. 

“Our first priority,” said new Chair 
Joan Smith, “is to assure people 
that the artifacts they entrust to the 
Museum will be safely, properly and 
respectfully treated, and that there 
is no need whatever to ask for them 
back.”

While acknowledging that there 
were several issues to be addressed 
involving structural support and 
maintaining humidity inside the 
building to museum standards, 
Smith said the Society had already 
received assurances of help from 
experts in these fields, and will be 
starting on repairs immediately.
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THE LITTLE ENGINE THAT 
COULD

The latest donation to the Museum 
comes from old hand — and new 
Director — Duff Wilson. It’s one of 
the classic 3 hp. fisherman’s 
engines made famous in these 
parts because they’d work in any 
sea and weather, and which came 
to be affectionately known as 
“Make and Break”.

“There’s one story,” says Duff, “of a 
guy caught in a storm who had to 
unbolt his engine and pitch it 
overboard to act as a sea-anchor. 
After he’d ridden out the storm, he 
just hauled it back aboard, bolted it 
down, fired ’er up, and motored on 
home.” 

EDITORIAL

“A village,” said an indigenous elder I 
once met, “is a place where everyone 
knows the colour of your pee.” It was a 
pithy, if indelicate, way of saying, 
“nobody’s got any secrets here.” 

It also implies, of course, that everyone 
in the community can sense right away 
what everyone else is putting out. And it 
doesn’t take much to foul the pool.

Our aim in the “new” Tributary is to clean 
up our own act first, to filter out that sort 
of thing.  Be far clearer, to start with, 
about the distinction between news and 
opinion, fact and argument. This is vital.

We will also continue to be the lively 
voice of a community rejoicing in its 
quirky, one-of-a-kind self. And so we 
welcome your input and suggestions, 
especially by visiting our brand new 
website: www.bearriverhistory.ca

The good news is that there’s been a 
spurt of immensely positive energy in 
Bear River. New building and businesses. 
Fresh paint. A level of cooperation among 
organizations that hasn’t been seen in 
decades. And generosity long dammed 
up by personality conflicts has at last 
been unleashed. This has resulted, 
amongst other things, in new gifts to the 
Historical Society, new members, and 
new sponsors of this newsletter. 

There’s still a lot of work to be done. And 
volunteers, as always, are needed. But 
the tide, we trust, has finally turned. It’s 
a new day. Time — why not write it! — to 
make history.          
              — TW

Melvin Cress, master mower and 
volunteer, spruces up the Museum 
grounds on the day after the meeting

If you have any questions about the status of your donation to the Museum, 
feel free to call Historical Society Chair Joan Smith directly at 467-0440

TIME IN A BOTTLE

Duffer’s donation was followed by 
a highly fitting one from The Board 
of Trade —  the Time Capsule that 
had been buried for a few decades 
underneath the windmill. Can you 
guess what’s in it? A mess of 
macramé? LPs of The Grateful 
Dead? What do you think should 
be done with it?  Let us know. 
Phone, fax, email — or dog team.

Bear River



be sure to send us your news! 

contact Bev Milbury - 467-3094 

glen.milbury@ns.sympatico.ca

or visit our new website:

www.bearriverhistory.ca  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Everyone — visitors and residents alike — is welcome to 
participate in or just observe any or all of these events:

Aug 19  Planning meeting for community-wide arts & culture 
event, 7:30 pm at the Legion. Simone at 467-0997

Aug 25-28 Digby Co. Exhibition 467-3752 
Aug 28 Grand Opening of Drumspirit work studio, at the 

Oakdene Centre, 3pm - evening, Drum-&-More circle 
at 7 pm 245-2760

Sept 4  Fire Hall Breakfast, 7-10 am, $7 for adults
Sept 4  Striped Bass Tournament, 8 am, $25; 638-3438 or 

247-0789
Sept 24-26 “Fall for Bear River” Art & Culture Days, part of a 

provincial and national initiative. 467-0997 or 
simonedesign@eastlink.ca

Sept 24 Ham Dinner at Legion, fundraiser for BREDS
Nov 7  Stan Carew of CBC Weekend Mornings plays at 

Oakdene
Sundays – Bear River Market, 1-4 pm at the waterfront; call 

467-0469

OUR	  SPONSORS
Bear	  River	  Bargains	  &	  Books	  e	  Bear	  River	  Fire	  Department	  e	  
Bear	  River	  Legion	  Ladies’	  Auxiliary	  e	  Cherry	  Brook	  Grocery	  e	  
Gene@e’s	  Gas	  Up	  e	  	  Myrtle	  and	  Rosie’s	  e Bear	  River	  Sissiboo	  
Trails	  e	  Bear	  River	  Board	  of	  Trade	  e Keith	  Lodge	  #16	  	  e	  Bear	  
River	  PlasLcs	  e Oakdene	  Centre	  e	  	  Sissiboo	  Coffee	  Roasters	  	  
e Teresa’s	  His	  and	  Hers	  Hair	  Styling	  	  e An	  anonymous	  friend	  
e Bear	  River	  Millyard	  RecreaLon	  e	  Colour	  prinLng	  courtesy	  of	  
Viking	  Leather

NOTICE BOARD

U-pick high-bush blueberries, $1.00 per pound, some 
picked available @ $2.00 per box. No pesticides or sprays 
used. 412 Clark Rd, Bear River. Contact Diane or James at 
467-0269. The season usually lasts through August.

 ... with ice cream, of course, from Myrtle and Rosie’s  
call Diane or Noel at 467-0176.

Drumspirit The Oakdene Centre welcomes a long-time 
friend and new tenant to the front studio. Kadijah has 
expanded her work by bringing multicultural drums and 
drumming to our area, with a range of workshops. Drop in 
to her studio on Wednesdays and Saturdays between 10:30 
and 4 pm, or by chance or appointment. You can contact 
her at Kadijah@eastlink.ca, or 245-2760, or get more info 
at www.drumspirit.ca.

Relics from the Windmill  The Board of Trade wants to 
find a buyer for architectural items salvaged from the 
windmill. Email bearriverbot@hotmail.com or call Larry at 
467-0553.

Stairway to where?
Oakdene has newly replaced the stairs to their fire escape, 
thanks to the collective work of the core of volunteers, and 
a student worker grant.

IT ALL BEGAN IN THE ENGINE ROOM
Leading Stoker — and Honourary Lifetime 
Historical Society member — Bob Foster 
and his wife Clytie celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary on August 10th. They 
met in 1944 when Bob, an engineer on a 
WWII British submarine docked in Digby, 
looked up from his post in the engine room 
to find Digby Neck belle Clytie and a 
girlfriend whom she had agreed to 
chaperone, grinning at him.

“Dive!” cried Bob. But it was too late...  

        Bob and Clytie Foster, 1945

Josephine Najarian (Rice) turns 104

Her many nephews and nieces wish to 
acknowledge and celebrate our Aunt Joe’s 
104th birthday which took place on August 
9th,  2010. Josephine is the last remaining 
family member of the late Freeman and 
Eva Rice of Bear River, who settled here in 
the 1760’s. 

Bob Snider has kittens
Canadian singing/songwriting legend and 
longtime Bear River resident Bob Snider is 
pleased as punch to announce the recent 
adoption of a pair of kittens: “Maybelline” 
and “Claudette”. Offspring of Jill Trimper’s 
cat “Mother” — (and of Chuck Berry?) And 
does this mean you’ll be staying around, 
Bob? We hope so!


