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Bear River

EDITORIAL
It takes a village ...

It’s by now a well-worn saying — worn, 
because it’s true — that it takes a village to 
raise a child. And one of the real signs of a 
community’s faith in its future is that 
children can thrive in its midst. 

Just look at our “recent arrivals”. You can see 
that, even with the future — the economy, 
climate change — so apparently bleak, 
people of good will are still choosing to bring 
children into the world, and especially into 
this humble little corner of it. It warms the 
hearts of us old Grinches. 

Not that we haven’t a whack of work to do to 
keep that welcome open.  The village 
urgently needs a safe playground, more 
babysitting and child care options. And, even 
more urgently, something to do for bored-to-
tears (and worse) teens.

Recently, yet another local family was given 
good reason to be grateful for what a village 
provides. When my wife Simone came down 
with pneumonia and we learned that our 10-
year old son Ben would need special medical 
treatment up the valley, a swarm of folks 
stepped in to help. They cooked meals, 
donated gas coupons, threw a benefit, 
loosened debts. Became, in short, our 
angels.

For one whose city-bred sense of illusory 
independence has not, I confess, altogether 
worn off, it has been a big awakening. To see 
how much we really do depend on one 
another. And to learn — yet again — the very 
meaning of Christmas.    TW

The	

     WALTER WAMBOLDT’S 65th

Bear River’s prodigious walker and 
worker, who’s in better shape than 
most 30 year olds, has just turned an 
astonishing 65 (Dec. 18th). Just as 
amazing: Walter remembers the birth 
dates of almost half the town!

NATIVITIES SEEN

Evan Paul Eugene Trimper was born 
on Nov. 15th to Travis Trimper and 
Diana Nickerson. Congrats to 
grandparents Anna Nickerson, and 
Barry and Wanda Trimper.  Maybe he’ll 
get free lifetime Cherry Brook video 
rentals?

Eli Hainsworth Welch and Margo 
Hainsworth Welch were born to Jon 
Welch and Erin Schopfer, October 9th. 
A bit earlier than expected but both 
were healthy and ready to grow! Jon 
and Erin wish to extend a very 
heartfelt THANK YOU for all the warm 
wishes, warm meals and gifts received 
over the past few months. 

KEEPING THEIR STICKS ON THE ICE
Teamsters at Lake Franklin camp, c.1911. Logging camps usually had three or 
four teams of horses and three or four yoke of oxen to carry supplies into the 
camps and haul logs out of the woods to the landings for the spring drive to the 
mill. The teamsters are from left to right: Gus Dunn, Fred Porter, Boyd Rice, 
and ]ack Milner. (from  Time and Tide: The Transformation of Bear River)



UPCOMING EVENTS

Yoga Classes: stretch, strengthen, breathe and relax. Thursday 
nights 6 pm at the Oakdene Centre.  10-week session starts January 
6th for $100. Julie Palmer 467-3151. website: yoga4all.ca

Stay tuned for the village’s annual Winter Carnival, with fireworks, 
public skating, and, snow-dump permitting, a wicked luge run! Mid-
February dates forthcoming. 

“Pirates & Outcasts” an open-call, invitational, juried art show in 
conjunction with the Bear River Winter Carnival. Curated by Ken and 
Jon. For more info contact kenflett@gmail.com

Local Geezers on the Web: Tim Wilson has produced short video 
profiles of “The Old Men of My Village”. Subjects include Bob Snider, 
Phillip Woolaver, Clarke Fraser, and the late Harry Hill. They’ll soon be 
viewable for free online at: gallery.me.com/personamedia. Meanwhile 
he welcomes suggestions for other subjects!

VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD

•Thanks to Louise Wood and Sandy Burrell for putting up the festive 
greenery downtown, to Gerry Chute for donating it, and to the Bear 
River Fire Dept. for the candy canes, lovely lit tree, and greetings on 
the side of their building. Also for bringing the real Santa Claus — 
vroom, vroom! — all the way here for his annual party.
•Winner of the Bear River Historical Society’s Christmas gift basket is 
Colby Wamboldt, grandson of Mrs. Richard Wamboldt of Clementsvale. 
We’re delighted to announce that tickets for the basket sold out. 
Thanks for the support!
•A few tickets for the raffle of Charles Couper’s painting are still 
available from Jane Kingston or Joan Smith
•New Bear River resident Marcelle Edwards is visiting South Africa, her 
first trip home in 14 years
•Joan Smith is visiting family in Halifax and Ontario
•New resident Pam Rigdon welcomes her daughter from the UK for a 
holiday visit
•New residents Brian and Lucy Muszkie (ex-Saskatchewan) are 
welcoming their two boys, Greg and Robert home for the holidays
•Rebekah Hall continues to be a great asset to the community. Keep 
up to date at www.therebekah.com 
•How seasonal can you get?  Light snow and a mated pair of 
cardinals, right off a Christmas card, feeding in Jane Kingston’s back 
yard
•Welcome back to their Chute Road home for Bruce and Betty Levin
•Farewell until early spring, and a well-deserved rest to Peggy 
Chisholm and her hardworking staff at the Changing Tides Diner.  
•With Lynn Belanger and her family now returned to Montreal, Rob 
Buckland-Nicks has hinted that there will be a new manager and a re- 
opening in January of The Bear River Café. So, soup’s up soon, we 
hope!

Oakdene News
 
It was a busy summer and fall at the Oakdene, 
what with the opening of the Visitor Information 
Centre and the CAP site during the same time 
as our renovation project.
 
We now have metal roofing on approx 1/3 of the 
roof. Thanks goes to Ken Flett who was responsible 
for the roofing project and insulating and drywalling 
the back staircase, in addition to being our regular 
Mr. Fix-It. The Oakdene Board would also like to 
thank our summer student, Alexsander Andrews 
and all the volunteers who worked with him.
 
Extra special thanks goes to Pete Tomlin, who was 
contracted to replace the outside fire escape and 
who donated half his labour cost, to Rick Jaques 
who donated time and materials,  Jane Kingston 
who volunteered to beautify the yard, and Donna 
Perkins who did extra duty to keep the building 
looking good through renovations and increased 
traffic. Donna's weekly card parties have offered 
continued financial support which is much 
appreciated.

Bear River Fire Dept. Holiday Safety Tip
Chief Daryl Jelfs says Don’t be chintzy!  While out 
shopping, be sure to buy and install fresh batteries 
for your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms!

GOT NEWS? PLEASE LET US KNOW. 

EMAIL: INFO@BEARRIVERHISTORY.CA
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